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Happy Rakshabandhan to all my readers. 
Here is how the festival was originally celebrated: 


On Sravana PUrnima, Upakarma ritual is 


performed wherein Hindus change Yajnopavita. 
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village/ settlement to house of Brahmans(1) 
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Then, Brahman tied a thread called raksika to 


eee 


wrist of people. 


AWehtcmdcbucrslem cwbemey-luemeyimo)nelnccucoyemmereyelcmalcre mimmne 
their fathers. Sisters to their brothers. Students to 
teacher. Brahmans to Kshatriyas, Vaishyas &amp; 
Shudras. Wife to husband. 


Everyone tied raksika to king 





According to Bhavisya Purana, Shri Krishna tells 
Yudhisthira everything about Xas-d4 


This chapter is called Yes-a4qusy, 
Krishna says 
"Listen to me carefully as I say everything about the 


ceremony of Baliraksha (older name of the 


festival/custom)." 
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Guliabetemecvelabenerss 


"In the days of yore, there was a battle between 
Devas and Asuras. Asuras were worsted in the 
battle . 


Then asuras, with Bali as their head, reached the 
abode of their Guru Shukra" 


ar cmee yeti scat an oe Fe Uy Uw Bare TT 
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Shukra tells Asuras 


"Do not despair. This is destiny. Victory &amp; loss 


Kom ofevenatemuemabentsy 


You must call a truce with the Indra. For one year, 


lGavehuctetcmbahvsnelole)(sy 


This 1s because Shachi(wife of Indra) tied 
Rakshabandha to Indra. Wait for a year and you 


will be successful” 
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Gist of the story: Bali and Asuras couldn't defeat 





God Indra because of the power of Rakhi that was 
tied to him by his wife Shachi. 


Because the thread gave protection(raksha) to 


Indra from Bali, its older name was "Baliraksha". 


Then Yudhisthiraasks Krishna about the Vidhi and 
\VaUeUatcbatemeyme)oycroimisnelcame-lcecjet-lor-parener-nel 


Krishna says 


"The season of cloudy sky and green earth is 
Shravana. On the Purnima of Shravana, one should 
bathe and perform rituals according to the Vidhana 


of shruti and smriti." 
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Guliabetsmecvalabelerss 


"Then one must observe upakarma and offer 
tarpana to Rishis and ancestors and perform other 
Sraddha rites . 


Shudras too have to perform mantrasahita snanas 


hale mersberstow 
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Guliabetemecvelabelerss 
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of golden/shiny cloth and place it on a Peetha. 


AWalssetaetsm abene)eniecMachetcjmalsmaetsme-l.cyat-muabusrslemnemaets 
king who would be seated along with his 


companions" 
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Guljabetemecvelasenerss 


When he ties the Raksha thread, Purohita has to 


utter the following mantra 


IA TEl TORTS GMeah Fels: | 
da cary Staea4ha a AT det AT Aer 


"Just as powerful Danava king Bali was tied , I 


similarly bind you o raksha thread. Dont slip away" 
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Brahmins used to tie Rakhi to Kshatriyas. 


In 1273 CE, the Brahmins of a village named Pali 
tied Rakhi to the great Rajput king Rao Siha 
Rathore . These Brahmins from Pali village are 


known as Paliwals 


In the same year, a Muslim army of Sultan Balban 


invaded the village 
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Then, Rao Siha Rathore reached Pali village &amp; 
fought against invaders. 

Je Cem Koletcdatumre-Uor-NelunvarcbaCemt-u(e Melony sem aulcmnlicme)ne)nereaners 
the the village. 


He diéd in the battlefield. Then the entire Brahmin 
village was killed. 


For this reason, the Paliwals do not celebrate Rakhi 


even today 


Having occupied Pali, Siha went on to put down the Meds. Simultaneously, 
Siha became the ruler of Pali, taking the title of ‘Rao’. For Siha, it marked the 
rise of the political mastery of the area. He seems to have fought against local 
Meenas too. According to accepted tradition, Siha died in 1273 fighting off a 
Muslim force that attacked Pali and put to death its prosperous Brahmin 
community. 


(Tradition has long held that many thousands of Brahmins were massacred 
in 1273 on that day, which happened to mark the festival of Rakhi. The survivors 
left Pali and sought refuge elsewhere, becoming established later in parts of 
Gujarat, Mewar ©, Jaisalmer and other neighbouring areas 8°. These Brahmins 
were called ‘Paliwals’, taking their name from that of their ancestral town of 
Pali. They stopped celebrating the festival of Rakhi as a mark of respect for 
those killed at Pali on Rakhi day). 
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